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ABSTRACT

Methods, apparatus, and products for dynamically configur-
ing current sharing and fault monitoring in redundant power
supply modules for components of an electrically powered
system, including summing, by a master service processor,
during powered operation of the system, the present power
requirements of components presently installed in the elec-
trically powered system and setting, by the master service
processor for each redundant power supply module in depen-
dence upon the sum of the present power requirements, a
current sharing tolerance and a fault reporting tolerance.
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DYNAMICALLY CONFIGURING CURRENT
SHARING AND FAULT MONITORING IN
REDUNDANT POWER SUPPLY MODULES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a continuation application of and claims
priority from U.S. patent application Ser. No. 12/179,177,
filed on Jul. 24, 2008.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The field of the invention is data processing, or, more
specifically, methods, apparatus, and products for dynami-
cally configuring current sharing and fault monitoring in
redundant power supply modules.

2. Description of Related Art

The development of the EDVAC computer system of 1948
is often cited as the beginning of the computer era. Since that
time, computer systems have evolved into extremely compli-
cated devices. Today’s computers are much more sophisti-
cated than early systems such as the EDVAC. Computer sys-
tems typically include a combination of hardware and
software components, application programs, operating sys-
tems, processors, buses, memory, input/output devices, and
so on. As advances in semiconductor processing and com-
puter architecture push the performance of the computer
higher and higher, more sophisticated computer software has
evolved to take advantage of the higher performance of the
hardware, resulting in computer systems today that are much
more powerful than just a few years ago.

One area of computer technology that has seen substantial
advances is power supply technology. Computer power sup-
plies are designed to meet the maximum load expected in a
given product installation. If the product has multiple option
bays (e.g., PCI adapter slots or drive bays), then the power
supply must be capable of powering the product with all
system slots populated with devices having the maximum
wattage allowed in any given slot. Furthermore, some power
supplies are implemented in a redundant configuration where
current load is shared between the power supplies. In active
current sharing systems, the power supplies share the current
load within a particular tolerance. The power supplies also
report current sharing faults when the difference in the
amount of current load shared between the power supplies
exceeds that a predetermined amount, called a fault reporting
tolerance. In power supplies today such tolerances are static
values, set by the manufacturer of the power supply an
unchangeable during operation of the power supply. Cur-
rently there remains a need to reconfigure such tolerances
dynamically and automatically without human intervention
during operation of the power supplies.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Methods, apparatus, and products for dynamically config-
uring current sharing and fault monitoring in redundant
power supply modules for components of an electrically pow-
ered system, including summing, by a master service proces-
sor, during powered operation of the system, the present
power requirements of components presently installed in the
electrically powered system and setting, by the master service
processor for each redundant power supply module in depen-
dence upon the sum of the present power requirements, a
current sharing tolerance and a fault reporting tolerance.
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The foregoing and other objects, features and advantages
of the invention will be apparent from the following more
particular descriptions of exemplary embodiments of the
invention as illustrated in the accompanying drawings
wherein like reference numbers generally represent like parts
of exemplary embodiments of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 sets forth a front view of an exemplary electrically
powered system in which current sharing and fault monitor-
ing in redundant power supply modules is dynamically con-
figured according to embodiments of the present invention.

FIG. 2 sets forth a functional block diagram of an exem-
plary electrically powered system that dynamically config-
ures current sharing and fault monitoring in redundant power
supply modules according to embodiments of the present
invention.

FIG. 3 sets forth a flow chart illustrating an exemplary
method for dynamically configuring current sharing and fault
monitoring in redundant power supply modules according to
embodiments of the present invention.

FIG. 4 sets forth a flow chart illustrating a further exem-
plary method for dynamically configuring current sharing
and fault monitoring in redundant power supply modules
according to embodiments of the present invention

FIG. 5 sets forth a flow chart illustrating a further exem-
plary method for dynamically configuring current sharing
and fault monitoring in redundant power supply modules
according to embodiments of the present invention.

FIG. 6 sets forth a flow chart illustrating a further exem-
plary method for dynamically configuring current sharing
and fault monitoring in redundant power supply modules
according to embodiments of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

Exemplary methods, systems, and products for dynami-
cally configuring current sharing and fault monitoring in
redundant power supply modules according to embodiments
of the present invention are described with reference to the
accompanying drawings, beginning with FIG. 1. FIG. 1 sets
forth a front view of an exemplary electrically powered sys-
tem (102) in which current sharing and fault monitoring in
redundant power supply modules is dynamically configured
according to embodiments of the present invention. The sys-
tem of FIG. 1 operates generally to dynamically configure
current sharing and fault monitoring in redundant power sup-
ply modules according to embodiments of the present inven-
tion by summing, by a master service processor, during pow-
ered operation of the system, the present power requirements
of components presently installed in the electrically powered
system and setting, by the master service processor for each
redundant power supply module in dependence upon the sum
of'the present power requirements, a current sharing tolerance
and a fault reporting tolerance.

Any electrically powered system or apparatus that includes
a power supply and components with individual power
requirements can be improved for dynamic configuration of
current sharing and fault monitoring in redundant power sup-
ply modules according to embodiments of the present inven-
tion. Examples of such electrically powered systems include
electrical appliances such as copiers, computer peripherals
such as monitors and printers, portable and embedded sys-
tems, desktop computers, server systems such as installations
of blade servers, and supercomputers—which have substan-
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tial power management challenges. The example electrically
powered system (102) of FIG. 1 includes two cabinet bays
(104, 106), each of which includes several components, each
component having a power requirement. Cabinet bay (104)
contains eleven blade servers (108-128), components of the
electrically powered system, each of which is powered by a
power supply (132) containing a pair of redundant power
supply modules (133, 135). Cabinet bay (106) contains the
power supply (132) for the electrically powered system (102)
and a data communications network router (130), another
component of the electrically powered system, which also is
powered by the power supply (132). Cabinet bay (106) also
contains additional components of the electrically powered
system: a patch panel (134), a Redundant Array of Indepen-
dent Disks (‘RAID’) (136), and a power strip (138). The
RAID array (136) is also powered by the power supply (132).

In the example of FIG. 1, the power supply (132) includes
a pair of redundant power supply modules (133, 135). The
pair of power supply modules provide redundant power to
components of the electrically power system. If one power
supply module fails, the remaining operational module sup-
plies power to those components previously supplied power
by the failed module. Each of the redundant power supply
modules is capable of operating as a non-redundant power
supply, supplying power to components without need the
other module. Readers of skill in the art will immediately
recognize that although the redundant power supply modules
(133,135) are configured as a single power supply (132) other
configurations of power supply modules (133, 135) are pos-
sible and well within the scope of the present invention. In
some embodiments, for example, each of the redundant
power supply modules is itself a separate power supply.

The power supply (132) in the example of FIG. 1 also
includes a master service processor that is programmed to
dynamically configure current sharing and fault monitoring.
Current sharing is a technique in which multiple power sup-
ply modules share the current load of powering the same
components or set of components. Sharing current load
between multiple power supply modules reduces operating
stresses of the power supply modules, such as heat genera-
tion, thereby increasing reliability of the power supply mod-
ule.

Each power supply module (133, 135) includes a current
sharing circuit connected together through a load share bus
with the current sharing circuits operating against a current
sharing tolerance. The current sharing circuit implements an
active control algorithm, a closed-loop feedback algorithm
that dynamically changes the amount of current supplied by a
power supply module in dependence upon information pro-
vided by another power supply module through the load share
bus and in dependence upon the current sharing tolerance
which is used by the closed-loop feedback algorithm to set
upper and lower limits for current supply of a power module.
That is, the current sharing tolerance specifies a preferred
maximum amount from which current sharing of one power
supply module may vary from another. Consider as an
example a current tolerance of 10% with a first power supply
module providing 1.5 Amperes (amps). A second power sup-
ply module may provide current in parallel with the first
power supply module in accordance with the 10% current
sharing tolerance by providing current from 1.35 ampsto 1.65
amps. The current sharing tolerance is described here as a
‘preferred’ maximum amount because as is typical in closed-
loop feedback algorithms, the actual value of the amount
from which current sharing of one power supply module
varies from another may occasionally exceed that preferred
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4

amount for short periods of time until the control algorithm
brings the actual value below the preferred maximum
amount.

Each power supply module also includes fault monitoring
logic that implements fault monitoring for the power supply
module. The fault monitoring logic dynamically monitors
actual current sharing performance of the power supply mod-
ule, determines whether the actual current sharing perfor-
mance of the power supply module exceeds a predetermined
threshold referred to in this specification as the “fault report-
ing tolerance,” and if the actual current sharing performance
of the power supply module exceeds the predetermined
threshold, sends areport to the master service processor of the
power supply. The fault reporting tolerance is similar to the
current sharing tolerance in that the fault reporting tolerance
is maximum amount from which current sharing of one power
supply module may vary from another. When the value of the
actual amount from which current sharing of a first power
supply module varies from another exceeds the fault report-
ing tolerance, the fault monitoring logic issues a fault report.
As mentioned above, the actual value of the amount from
which current sharing of one power supply module varies
from another may occasionally exceed that amount specified
by the current sharing tolerance. As such, fault reporting
tolerances are typically set higher than current sharing toler-
ances. If a current sharing tolerance is 10%, for example, a
fault reporting tolerance may be 15-20%. Continuing with the
above example of a first power supply providing 1.5 amps and
a current sharing tolerance of a 10%, if the power supply
modules have a fault reporting tolerance of 20%, the second
power supply module will issue a report when the power
supply module supplies current less than 1.2 amps or greater
than 1.8 amps.

Current sharing and fault monitoring in redundant power
supply modules of an electrically powered system according
to embodiments of the present invention is ‘dynamically con-
figured’ in the sense that such current sharing and fault moni-
toring is configured during actual powered operation of the
system—automatically by a processor of the system itself—
as opposed to being configured statically during manufactur-
ing or statically configured by user-modifiable system param-
eters. That is, systems according to embodiments of the
present invention support variable current sharing tolerances
and fault reporting tolerance, tolerances amenable to change
during powered operation of the system. Moreover, such a
system carries out dynamic configuration of current sharing
and fault monitoring in the sense that the system sums actual
present power requirements of system components dynami-
cally during powered operation of the system.

The arrangement of components in the example system of
FIG. 1, the power supply, RAID array, servers, and other
devices making up the exemplary system illustrated in FIG. 1,
are for explanation, not for limitation. Electrically powered
systems useful for dynamically configuring current sharing
and fault monitoring in redundant power supply modules
according to various embodiments of the present invention
may include additional servers, routers, other devices, not
shown in FIG. 1, as will occur to those of skill in the art.
Various embodiments of the present invention may be imple-
mented on a variety of hardware platforms in addition to those
illustrated in FIG. 1.

For further explanation, FIG. 2 sets forth a functional block
diagram of an exemplary electrically powered system (102)
that dynamically configures current sharing and fault moni-
toring in redundant power supply modules for components
(162, 178) of the system according to embodiments of the
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present invention. The system of FIG. 2 includes a power
supply (132) that supplies electrical power to the components
of the system.

The power supply includes a master service processor
(180) connected by a memory bus (148) to computer memory
(190) in which is disposed a power management program
(198), amodule of computer program instructions that carries
out dynamic configuration of current sharing and fault moni-
toring by causing the master service processor (180) to sum,
during powered operation of the system, the present power
requirements of components (162, 178) presently installed in
the system and set for each power supply module (133, 135)
a current sharing tolerance (184) and a fault reporting toler-
ance (195) in dependence upon the sum of the present power
requirements. The computer memory (190) and the power
management program are shown as a separate device con-
nected to the master service (180) processor through a bus
(148). Readers will recognize, however, that such devices
may be implemented as an embedded system in which the
computer memory (190), the power management program
(198), and the master service processor (180) are all imple-
mented as a single device.

In addition to the master service processor (180), the sys-
tem of FIG. 2 includes three other service processors, one
service processor (158) installed in a component (162) of the
system and two service processors (182, 188) in the power
supply. A service processor is a separate, dedicated internal
processor often located on the motherboard of a system com-
ponent such as a server, on a PCI card, on the chassis of a
blade server or telecommunications platform, or in the chas-
sis of a power supply module. The service processor operates
independently from a system’s CPU and operating system,
even if the CPU or OS is locked up or otherwise inaccessible.
Service processors are often used to monitor a component’s
on-board instrumentation (temperature sensors, CPU status,
fan speed, voltages, current, power requirements), provide
remote reset or power-cycle capabilities, enable remote
access to basic input/output system (BIOS) configuration or
administrative console information, and, in some cases, pro-
vide keyboard and mouse control.

A ‘master service processor,” as the term is used in this
specification, is a service processor that carries out dynamic
configuration of current sharing and fault monitoring accord-
ing to embodiments of the present invention. In carrying out
dynamic configuration of current sharing and fault monitor-
ing according to embodiments of the present invention, a
master service processor communicates with other compo-
nents of an electrically powered system, including other ser-
vice processors optionally installed on various components of
the system. Although there are several service processors
(158, 182, 188) in the present example, such configuration of
components and power supply modules is only for ease of
explanation, not a limitation of the present invention. There is
no requirement in the present invention—except for the mas-
ter service processor—that any of the components or power
supply modules of an electrically powered system that
dynamically configures current sharing and fault monitoring
must have a service processor.

The power supply (132) in this example is configured to
reduce the risk of interruption of its supply of power to com-
ponents of the system by inclusion of two redundant power
supply modules (133, 135), each of which is provided with
the current sharing tolerance (184) and fault reporting toler-
ance (195). During normal powered operation of the system,
the two power supply modules provide power to components
of'the system, operating in parallel thereby sharing the current
load of the components. If one power supply module fails,
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then the responsibility for providing power is transferred to
the remaining power supply module.

The master service processor (180) is connected to the
service processors (182, 188) in the power supply modules
(133, 135) by bus (196), and the master service processor
(180) is connected to the service processor (158) in compo-
nent (162) by bus (185). Both bus (196) and bus (185) are
service-level buses for out-of-band communications of data
and instructions between a master service processor and other
service processors. Examples of bus types useful as imple-
mentations of bus (196) and bus (185) include:

The I°C bus, a serial computer bus invented by Philips that
is used to for low-speed communications with periph-
eral components of a system. The name stands for Inter-
Integrated Circuit and is pronounced I-squared-C or
sometimes as I-two-C.

The ACCESS.bus (‘A.b’), a peripheral-interconnect com-
puter bus developed by Philips in the early 1990s. It is
similar in purpose to USB, in that it allows low-speed
devices to be added or removed from a computer on the
fly, that is, hot swapped.

The System Management Bus (‘SMBus’), another two-
wire bus used for low-bandwidth communications
among components of a system, especially power
related chips such as a laptop’s rechargeable battery
subsystem, as well as other components such tempera-
ture sensors and lid switches.

The Intelligent Platform Management Bus (‘IPMB’), a
protocol of the Intelligent Platform Management Inter-
face (‘IPMI’) specification, originally developed by
Dell, HP, Intel, and NEC, defines a set of common inter-
faces to computer hardware and firmware designed to
monitor system health and manage the system. The
IPMB is an enhanced implementation of I°C.

The Universal Serial Bus (‘USB’), a serial bus standard for
communications among hot swappable peripheral
devices. Originally designed for computers, its flexibil-
ity has placed USB buses on video game consoles,
PDAs, portable DVD and media players, cellphones;
and even devices such as televisions, home stereo equip-
ment, digital audio players, car stereos, and portable
memory devices.

Others as will occur to those of skill in the art.

Inthe example of FIG. 2, the master service processor may
detect a change in a configuration of the components of the
electrically powered system, and sum the present power
requirements of components (162, 178) and set a current
sharing tolerance (184) and fault reporting tolerance (195) for
the power supply modules (133, 135) as a response to detect-
ing the change in configuration. The master service processor
may detect a change in configuration by detecting hot swap-
ping of components of the system. Hot swapping or hot
plugging is the ability to remove and replace components of
an electrically powered system or machine, typically a com-
puter, while the system is operating. Once the appropriate
software is installed on the computer, a user can plug and
unplug the component without rebooting. Examples of hot
swapping functionality useful in systems that dynamically
configure current sharing and fault monitoring according to
embodiments of the present invention include the Universal
Serial Bus (‘USB’) and the ACCESS.bus (‘A.b’).

Other protocols that now support hot swapping include:

PCMCIA, a peripheral interface designed for laptop com-
puters. Originally designed for memory expansion, but
now used on peripheral components of many kinds,
including network cards, modems and hard disks.
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The IEEE 1394 interface, Apple’s FireWire™, also defines
a backplane interface, and is a serial bus interface stan-
dard, offering high-speed communications and isochro-
nous real-time data services.

Fibre Channel, a gigabit-speed network technology prima-
rily used for storage networking Fibre Channel is stan-
dardized in the T11 Technical Committee of the Inter-
National Committee for Information Technology
Standards (‘INCITS’), an American National Standards
Institute accredited standards committee.

Serial Advanced Technology Attachment (‘SATA’), a com-
puter bus technology primarily designed for transfer of
data to and from a hard disk.

Serial Attached SCSI (‘SAS”), is a serial communication
protocol for direct attached storage (‘DAS’) devices.

Hot swapping does not necessarily require a service pro-
cessor on a hot swappable component. In the example of FIG.
2, either bus (185) or bus (187), or both of them, can be
configured to support hot swapping of components. More-
over, either component (162) or component (178), or both of
them, may be hot swappable.

In the example of FIG. 2, the service processor (158) on
component (162) may sum into a power requirement (306) for
the component (162), power requirements of devices (150,
152) in the component (162). Although component (162) is
shown in this example for clarity of explanation with only two
devices (150, 152), readers will recognize that in fact a com-
ponent in a system that dynamically configures current shar-
ing and fault monitoring according to embodiments of the
present invention, such as, for example, a blade server or a
router, may contain many individual electronic devices, such
as, for example, computer processors, computer memory
modules, disk drive controllers, input/output adapters, and so
on, as will occur to those of skill in the art. Each such device
may have its own power requirement, so that the sum of the
power requirements of the devices in the component repre-
sents the present power requirement of the component. The
service processor may sum the power requirements of the
devices by polling the devices themselves for their power
requirements, as for example by data communications
through buses (159, 160). The service processor may sum the
power requirements of the devices by retrieving the power
requirements from previously stored information in computer
memory (154). And the service processor may sum the power
requirements of the devices by other means as will occur to
those of skill in the art. When a master service processor (180)
sums the present power requirements of components pres-
ently installed in the system, the service processor (158) on
component (162) may provide to the master service processor
its summed power requirement (306) as the present power
requirement of component (162).

The master service processor (180) in the example of FIG.
2 may detect the presence of a component in a system slot, for
example, by detecting a hot swap of the component into the
system slot (163, 165), and then the master service processor
may sum the present power requirements of components
presently installed in the system by summing a predefined
power requirement for each system slot. A ‘system slot” as the
term is used in this specification refers to any hardware infra-
structure for connecting hot swappable components of a sys-
tem to the underlying hardware framework of the system
itself, including, for example, connector sockets in blade
server racks, USB connectors, and any edge connector for a
printed circuit board, as well as others as may occur to those
of'skill in the art. The predefined power requirement for each
system slot may be installed in computer memory (190) in
table form, for example, in a table similar to Table 1.
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TABLE 1

Predefined Power Requirements Of System Slots

Slot Power Requirement (Watts)
1 40
2 40
3 40
4 75
5 75
6 75

Using Table 1, the master service processor (180) may,
upon detecting a hot swap into a particular system slot,
retrieve the power requirement for the slot from Table 1, and
use the retrieved power requirement when summing the
present power requirements of components presently
installed in the system.

In addition to summing power requirements retrieved from
components or retrieved from predefined storage, the master
service processor also may retrieve vital product data
(‘VPD’) from a component in a system slot. VPD is informa-
tion about a component that allows the component to be
administered at a system level. VPD may be stored on the
component itself (156, 172), in memory connected to the
master service processor (194), or on a disk drive or other
memory as may occur to those of skill in the art. VPD may
include, for example, a product model number of a compo-
nent, a serial number uniquely identifying a component,
product release level, maintenance level, and other informa-
tion specific to a type of component. Vital product data can
also include user-defined information, such as the building
and department location of a component. The collection and
use of vital product data allows the status of a network or
computer system to be understood and service provided more
quickly. In this example, VPD (156, 172, 194) includes a
power requirement for a component (162, 178). Using VPD,
the master service processor (180) may, upon detecting a hot
swap into the system of a particular component or type of
component, retrieve the power requirement of such a compo-
nent from VPD, and use, as the power requirement for the
component in the slot, that retrieved power requirement from
the component’s VPD when summing the present power
requirements of components presently installed in the sys-
tem.

Having summed the present power requirement of compo-
nents presently installed in the system, the master service
processor (180) then sets an a current sharing tolerance (184)
and a fault reporting tolerance (195) for each power supply
module (133, 135) in dependence upon the sum of the present
power requirements by calculating a current sharing toler-
ance and a fault reporting tolerance in dependence upon the
sum and providing the calculated tolerances to the redundant
power supply modules. The master service processor may
provide the current sharing (184) and a fault reporting (195)
tolerances to the power supply modules (133, 135) through an
out-of-band network such as the one illustrated, for example,
and discussed above with reference to bus (196) in FIG. 2.

The master service processor may calculate a current shar-
ing tolerance and a fault reporting tolerance in dependence
upon the sum by finding in a table that associates values of
present power requirements with current sharing and fault
reporting tolerances, the current sharing and fault reporting
tolerances associated with the value of the sum of present
power requirements. Such tolerances may be generally
inversely proportional to the sum—the greater the sum, the
less the tolerances; the less the sum, the greater the tolerance.
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Lower current sharing tolerances result in more equal current
sharing between power supplies. The increase in current load
on a power supply module when another power supply mod-
ule fails is greater in a system having greater power require-
ments and less when the system has a lesser power require-
ment. As such, sharing current as equally as possible between
power supply modules provides the largest amount of over-
head possible to all power supplies to accept such a large
increase in current load upon failure of another power supply.
Accepting a large current load by a power supply module
when that module is supplying current near its maximum
possible current supply may result in failure of the power
supply module. In a system having a lesser power require-
ment, sharing current unequally is a lower risk as the increase
in current load on a power supply module when another
power supply module fails is comparatively less.

In a similar manner, fault reporting that indicates that cur-
rent sharing is not precisely equally is less useful in an elec-
trically powered system with low present power requirements
and great power supply overhead. Moreover, accuracy of the
performance of active control algorithms generally decreases
with an increase of current supplied by redundant power
supply modules. In such cases, a lower fault reporting toler-
ance may result in the issuance of many non-useful fault
reports. The master service processor, therefore, calculates
higher fault reporting tolerances for lesser sums, decreasing
the number of fault reports caused by variations in current
sharing, and calculates lower fault reporting tolerances for
greater sums, more precisely reporting faults in current shar-
ing. Such reports may be sent along by the master service
processor (180) to a management module of the system which
provides may provide the report to a user, sent along to a
component of the system causing the component to power-
off, orbe processed in other ways as will occur to those of'skill
in the art.

For further explanation, FIG. 3 sets forth a flow chart
illustrating an exemplary method for dynamically configur-
ing current sharing and fault monitoring in redundant power
supply modules (133) for components (162, 178) of an elec-
trically powered system (102) according to embodiments of
the present invention that includes detecting (300) by a master
service processor (180) a change in a configuration of the
components of the electrically powered system. The detect-
ing step in this example is represented as optional. It is
entirely within the scope of the present invention for a system
to dynamically configure current sharing and fault monitor-
ing in redundant power supply modules without detecting
changes in configuration of components. A system could, for
example, periodically poll all the component slots in the
system for power requirements. When a system does detect
changes in configuration, detecting changes in configuration
may be carried out by detecting hot swapping of components
into and out of the system configuration as described above
with reference to FIG. 2. In addition, when a system does
detect changes in configuration, the system can then sum the
present power requirements of components presently
installed in the system and set current sharing and fault report-
ing tolerances of the power supply modules in response to
detection of changes in configuration of the components of
the system.

The method of FIG. 3 also includes a further optional step
of summing (310) by a service processor (158) of a compo-
nent (178), into a power requirement (308) for the component
(178), power requirements of devices (164, 168) in the com-
ponent. Summing power requirements of devices in a com-
ponent by a service processor of the component is said to be
optional because there are other ways to obtain the power
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requirements of the component. A master service processor
may obtain the power requirement of a component from VPD
of'the component, for example, with the VPD stored either on
the component itself or elsewhere. The service processor
(158) may sum the power requirements of the devices by
polling the devices themselves for their power requirements,
as for example by data communications through buses (159,
160 on FIG. 2). The service processor may sum the power
requirements of the devices by retrieving the power require-
ments from previously stored information in computer
memory (154 on FIG. 2). And the service processor may sum
the power requirements of the devices by other means as will
occur to those of skill in the art. When a master service
processor (180) sums the present power requirements of com-
ponents presently installed in the system, the service proces-
sor (158) on component (178) may provide to the master
service processor its summed power requirement (308) as the
present power requirement of component (178).

The method of FIG. 3 also includes summing (302) by a
master service processor (180), during powered operation of
the system (102), the present power requirements (306, 308)
of components (162, 178) presently installed in the system.
The master service processor may sum the power require-
ments of the components (162, 178) by polling the compo-
nents for their power requirements, as for example, by use of
data communications through buses (185, 187 on FIG. 2).
Components can share virtual memory space with the master
service processor, and the master service processor can poll
for component power requirements by reading the power
requirement for a component from a predefined memory
location. In this example, component (162) is configured with
its own power requirement (306), which component (162) can
provide to the master service processor (162) when polled.
Component (178) has its power requirement (308) available
for the master service processor upon polling, which was
derived by summing the power requirements of devices (164,
168) in component (178).

The method of FIG. 3 also includes setting (304) by the
master service processor (180) a current sharing tolerance
(184) and a fault reporting tolerance (195) for each of the
power supply modules (133) in dependence upon the sum
(309) of the present power requirements of the components.
Setting current sharing (184) and a fault reporting (195) tol-
erances is described in more detail below with reference to
FIG. 6.

For further explanation, FIG. 4 sets forth a flow chart
illustrating a further exemplary method for dynamically con-
figuring current sharing and fault monitoring in redundant
power supply modules (133) according to embodiments of
the present invention. The method of FIG. 4 is similar to the
method of FIG. 3, including, as it does, summing (302) the
present power requirements of components presently
installed in the system, setting (304) a current sharing toler-
ance and a fault reporting tolerance and so on, and so on, all
of which operate in a manner similar to that described above
for the method of FIG. 3. The method of FIG. 4, however, also
includes detecting (404) the presence of a component (162) in
a system slot (408). An electrically powered system may
detect the presence of a component in a system slot by polling
the slot for an indication of component presence, by recording
the presence in the slot of a plug-and-play component at boot
time, by detecting a hot swap of a component into the system
slot, or by other methods as will occur to those of skill in the
art.

An additional difference between the method of FIG. 3 and
the method of FIG. 4 is that, in the method of FIG. 4, summing
(302) the present power requirements of components pres-
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ently installed in the system is carried out by summing (406)
a predefined power requirement (306) for the slot (408). A
predefined power requirement for each system slot may be
installed in computer memory (402) in table form, for
example, in a table similar to Table 1. Using a table similar to
Table 1, the master service processor (180) may retrieve from
such a table the power requirement for each system slot
presently occupied by a component, and use the retrieved
power requirements when summing the present power
requirements of components presently installed in the sys-
tem.

For further explanation, FIG. 5 sets forth a flow chart
illustrating a further exemplary method for dynamically con-
figuring current sharing and fault monitoring in redundant
power supply modules (133) according to embodiments of
the present invention. The method of FIG. 5 is similar to the
method of FIG. 3, including, as it does, summing (302) the
present power requirements of components presently
installed in the system, setting (304) a current sharing toler-
ance and a fault reporting tolerance and so on, and so on, all
of which operate in a manner similar to that described above
for the method of FIG. 3. The method of FIG. 5, however, also
includes detecting (404) the presence of a component (162) in
a system slot (408). An electrically powered system may
detect the presence of a component in a system slot by polling
the slot for an indication of component presence, by recording
the presence in the slot of a plug-and-play component at boot
time, by detecting a hot swap of a component into the system
slot, or by other methods as will occur to those of skill in the
art.

The method of FIG. 5 also includes retrieving (502) vital
product data (‘VPD’) from the component (162) in the slot
(508). The VPD generally includes information about the
component that allows the component to be administered at a
system level, and in this example, the VPD includes a power
requirement (506) for the component (162). As an alternative
to retrieving VPD from the component itself, the VPD could
also be retrieved from system memory elsewhere in the sys-
tem, such as, for example, the power supply memory illus-
trated at reference (190) on FIG. 2. In the method of FIG. 5,
summing (302) the present power requirements of compo-
nents presently installed in the system is carried out by sum-
ming (504), as the power requirement for the component in
the slot, the power requirement (506) from the VPD (508).

For further explanation, FIG. 6 sets forth a flow chart
illustrating a further exemplary method for dynamically con-
figuring current sharing and fault monitoring in redundant
power supply modules (133) according to embodiments of
the present invention. The method of FIG. 6 is similar to the
method of FIG. 3, including, as it does, summing (302) the
present power requirements of components presently
installed in the system, setting (304) a current sharing toler-
ance and a fault reporting tolerance and so on, and so on, all
of which operate in a manner similar to that described above
for the method of FIG. 3.

In the method of FIG. 6, however, the master service pro-
cessor sets (304) a current sharing tolerance (184) and a fault
reporting tolerance (195) for each redundant power supply
module (133) in dependence upon the sum (309) of the
present power requirements by calculating (602), in depen-
dence upon the sum (309), the current sharing tolerance (184)
and the fault reporting tolerance (195) and providing (604)
the calculated tolerances to the redundant power supply mod-
ules (133). The master service processor may provide the
tolerances to the power supply modules through data com-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

12

munications on an out-of-band network such as the one illus-
trated, for example, and discussed above with reference to bus
(196) on FIG. 2.

The master service processor may calculate a current shar-
ing tolerance and a fault reporting tolerance in dependence
upon the sum by finding in a table that associates values of
present power requirements with current sharing and fault
reporting tolerances, the current sharing and fault reporting
tolerances associated with the value of the sum of present
power requirements. Such tolerances may be generally
inversely proportional to the sum—the greater the sum, the
less the tolerances; the less the sum, the greater the tolerance.
Lower current sharing tolerances result in more equal current
sharing between power supplies. The increase in current load
on a power supply module when another power supply mod-
ule fails is greater in a system having greater power require-
ments and less when the system has a lesser power require-
ment. As such, sharing current as equally as possible between
power supply modules provides the largest amount of over-
head possible to all power supplies to accept such a large
increase in current load upon failure of another power supply.
Accepting a large current load by a power supply module
when that module is supplying current near its maximum
possible current supply may result in failure of the power
supply module. In a system having a lesser power require-
ment, sharing current unequally is a lower risk as the increase
in current load on a power supply module when another
power supply module fails is comparatively less.

In a similar manner, fault reporting that indicates that cur-
rent sharing is not precisely equally is less useful in an elec-
trically powered system with low present power requirements
and great power supply overhead. Moreover, accuracy of the
performance of active control algorithms generally decreases
with an increase of current supplied by redundant power
supply modules. In such cases, a lower fault reporting toler-
ance may result in the issuance of many non-useful fault
reports. The master service processor, therefore, calculates
higher fault reporting tolerances for lesser sums, decreasing
the number of fault reports caused by variations in current
sharing, and calculates lower fault reporting tolerances for
greater sums, more precisely reporting faults in current shar-
ing. Such reports may be sent along by the master service
processor (180) to a management module of the system which
provides may provide the report to a user, sent along to a
component of the system causing the component to power-
off, orbe processed in other ways as will occur to those of'skill
in the art.

Fault reporting may be entirely unnecessary in electrically
powered systems with extremely lower present power
requirements. In the method of FIG. 6, therefore, calculating
(602) the current sharing tolerance and the fault reporting
tolerance also includes disabling (606) fault reporting (606)
by the redundant power supply modules (133). The master
service processor may disable fault reporting by the power
supply modules (133) in several ways such as, for example,
by providing, as a fault reporting tolerance, a particular value
designated for disabling fault reporting, by setting the fault
tolerance to a number so great that the effectively no faults
will ever be monitored, by ignoring reports issued by fault
monitoring logic of the power supply module, by disabling
such fault monitoring logic, or in other ways as will occur to
those of skill in the art.

Exemplary embodiments of the present invention are
described largely in the context ofa fully functional computer
system for dynamically configuring current sharing and fault
monitoring in redundant power supply modules for compo-
nents of an electrically powered system. Readers of skill in
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the art will recognize, however, that the present invention also
may be embodied in a computer program product disposed on
computer readable, signal bearing media for use with any
suitable data processing system. Such signal bearing media
may be transmission media or recordable media for machine-
readable information, including magnetic media, optical
media, or other suitable media. Examples of recordable
media include magnetic disks in hard drives or diskettes,
compact disks for optical drives, magnetic tape, and others as
will occur to those of skill in the art. Examples of transmis-
sion media include telephone networks for voice communi-
cations and digital data communications networks such as,
for example, Ethernets™ and networks that communicate
with the Internet Protocol and the World Wide Web as well as
wireless transmission media such as, for example, networks
implemented according to the IEEE 802.11 family of speci-
fications. Persons skilled in the art will immediately recog-
nize that any computer system having suitable programming
means will be capable of executing the steps of the method of
the invention as embodied in a program product. Persons
skilled in the art will recognize immediately that, although
some of the exemplary embodiments described in this speci-
fication are oriented to software installed and executing on
computer hardware, nevertheless, alternative embodiments
implemented as firmware or as hardware are well within the
scope of the present invention.

It will be understood from the foregoing description that
modifications and changes may be made in various embodi-
ments of the present invention without departing from its true
spirit. The descriptions in this specification are for purposes
of illustration only and are not to be construed in a limiting
sense. The scope of the present invention is limited only by
the language of the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

by computer program instructions of a computing device,

setting, for at least one redundant power supply module in

dependence upon present power requirements of a plu-
rality of components presently installed in an electri-
cally powered system, a current sharing tolerance and a
fault reporting tolerance, wherein the current sharing
tolerance specifies a maximum amount from which the
at least one redundant power supply module may vary
from another power supply module.

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising detecting by a
master service processor a change in a configuration of the
components of the electrically powered system, wherein the
setting is carried out in response to the detecting.

3. The method of claim 1 further comprising summing by
a service processor of a component, into a power requirement
for the component, power requirements of devices in the
component.

4. The method of claim 1 further comprising detecting the
presence of a component in a system slot, wherein setting a
current sharing tolerance and a fault reporting tolerance fur-
ther comprises summing the present power requirements of
components presently installed in the electrically powered
system which includes summing a predefined power require-
ment for the slot.

5. The method of claim 1 further comprising:

detecting the presence of a component in a system slot; and

retrieving vital product data (‘VPD’) from the component

in the slot, the VPD comprising information about the
component that allows the component to be adminis-
tered at a system level, the VPD including a power
requirement for the component;
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wherein setting a current sharing tolerance and a fault
reporting tolerance further comprises summing the
present power requirements of components presently
installed in the electrically powered system which
includes summing, as the power requirement for the
component in the slot, the power requirement from the
VPD.

6. The method of claim 1 wherein setting a current sharing
tolerance and a fault reporting tolerance further comprises:

summing the present power requirements of components

presently installed in the electrically powered system;
calculating, in dependence upon the sum, the current shar-
ing tolerance and the fault reporting tolerance; and
providing the calculated tolerances to the redundant power
supply modules.

7. The method of claim 6 wherein calculating a current
sharing tolerance and a fault reporting tolerance further com-
prises disabling fault reporting by the redundant power sup-
ply modules.

8. An apparatus a computer processor and a computer
memory operatively coupled to the computer processor, the
computer memory having disposed within it computer pro-
gram instructions that when executed by the computer pro-
cessor cause the apparatus to carry out the steps of:

setting, for at least one redundant power supply module in

dependence upon present power requirements of a plu-
rality of the components presently installed in the elec-
trically powered system, a current sharing tolerance and
a fault reporting tolerance, wherein the current sharing
tolerance specifies a maximum amount from which the
at least one redundant power supply module may vary
from another power supply module.

9. The apparatus of claim 8 further comprising computer
program instructions that when executed by the computer
processor cause the apparatus to carry out the steps of: detect-
ing by a master service processor a change in a configuration
of the components of the electrically powered system,
wherein the setting is carried out in response to the detecting.

10. The apparatus of claim 8 further comprising computer
program instructions that when executed by the computer
processor cause the apparatus to carry out the steps of: sum-
ming by a service processor of a component, into a power
requirement for the component, power requirements of
devices in the component.

11. The apparatus of claim 8 further comprising computer
program instructions that when executed by the computer
processor cause the apparatus to carry out the steps of: detect-
ing the presence of a component in a system slot, wherein
setting a current sharing tolerance and a fault reporting toler-
ance further comprises summing the present power require-
ments of components presently installed in the electrically
powered system which includes summing a predefined power
requirement for the slot.

12. The apparatus of claim 8 further comprising computer
program instructions that when executed by the computer
processor cause the apparatus to carry out the steps of:

detecting the presence of a component in a system slot; and

retrieving vital product data (‘“VPD’) from the component
in the slot, the VPD comprising information about the
component that allows the component to be adminis-
tered at a system level, the VPD including a power
requirement for the component;

wherein setting a current sharing tolerance and a fault

reporting tolerance further comprises summing the
present power requirements of components presently
installed in the electrically powered system which
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includes summing, as the power requirement for the
component in the slot, the power requirement from the
VPD.

13. The apparatus of claim 8 wherein setting a current
sharing tolerance and a fault reporting tolerance further com-
prises:

summing the present power requirements of components

presently installed in the electrically powered system;
calculating, in dependence upon the sum, the current shar-
ing tolerance and the fault reporting tolerance; and
providing the calculated tolerances to the redundant power
supply modules.

14. The apparatus of claim 13 wherein calculating a current
sharing tolerance and a fault reporting tolerance further com-
prises disabling fault reporting by the redundant power sup-
ply modules.

15. A computer program product for dynamically config-
uring current sharing and fault monitoring in redundant
power supply modules for components of an electrically pow-
ered system, the computer program product disposed in a
computer readable, recordable medium, the computer pro-
gram product comprising computer program instructions that
when executed by the computer processor cause a computer
to carry out the steps of:

setting, for at least one redundant power supply module in

dependence upon present power requirements of a plu-
rality of the components presently installed in the elec-
trically powered system, a current sharing tolerance and
a fault reporting tolerance, wherein the current sharing
tolerance specifies a maximum amount from which the
at least one redundant power supply module may vary
from another power supply module.

16. The computer program product of claim 15 further
comprising computer program instructions that when
executed by the computer processor cause the computer to
carry out the steps of: detecting by a master service processor
a change in a configuration of the components of the electri-
cally powered system, wherein the setting is carried out in
response to the detecting.

17. The computer program product of claim 15 further
comprising computer program instructions that when
executed by the computer processor cause the computer to
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carry out the steps of: summing by a service processor of a
component, into a power requirement for the component,
power requirements of devices in the component.

18. The computer program product of claim 15 further
comprising computer program instructions that when
executed by the computer processor cause the computer to
carry out the steps of: detecting the presence of a component
in a system slot, wherein setting a current sharing tolerance
and a faultreporting tolerance further comprises summing the
present power requirements of components presently
installed in the electrically powered system which includes
summing a predefined power requirement for the slot.

19. The computer program product of claim 15 further
comprising computer program instructions that when
executed by the computer processor cause the computer to
carry out the steps of:

detecting the presence of a component in a system slot; and

retrieving vital product data (‘“VPD’) from the component
in the slot, the VPD comprising information about the
component that allows the component to be adminis-
tered at a system level, the VPD including a power
requirement for the component;

wherein setting a current sharing tolerance and a fault
reporting tolerance further comprises summing the
present power requirements of components presently
installed in the electrically powered system which
includes summing, as the power requirement for the
component in the slot, the power requirement from the
VPD.

20. The computer program product of claim 15 wherein
setting a current sharing tolerance and a fault reporting toler-
ance further comprises:

summing the present power requirements of components
presently installed in the electrically powered system;

calculating, in dependence upon the sum, the current shar-
ing tolerance and the fault reporting tolerance; and

providing the calculated tolerances to the redundant power
supply modules.
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